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212 Notes and Discussions. 

Pilgrim o'er seas to Latium's holy land — 

" Look there, my Lady ! see Lorenzo's tomb ! 

O Day and Night — but this is wondrous strange !" 

And she gives answer, if of his degree : 

"Most strange, indeed, to see those half-born things 

Out of dead marble starting into life! 

The perfect somnolence, in slumber locked ; 

And under that vast quietude, the grief 

Of one who seems to have for ever lost 

Some great and honored object. Such are we, 

Losing that model which our youth designed ; 

But we may win it back again through grace, 

Unless the good seed, dropped on barren ground 

Of stony hearts, find no more nourishment 

Than roses could on yon huge heaps of lime." 

On those grand forms, one of the Strozzi wrote 
This choicest compliment in choice Italian, 
Poet penned ever — purely Florentine 
(For Florence is the flower of courtesy, 
And always bore the lily on her shield) : — 
"The Night which thou beholdest, bound in deep 

And sweet repose, an Angel's hand did hew 
Out of this rock ; and, though she is asleep, 

Breathes doubt'stthou? Wake her; she will speak to you." 

"Whereto, in language we may never match, 
The grief-worn patriot gave sublime reply : — 
" 'Tis well to slumber, best to be of stone, 

While shame endures and Florence is not free ; 
So lest I waken — ah! subdue thy tone — 

Methinks 'tis blessed not to hear nor see." 

Noti. — This poem was written for the anniversary of the four hundredth birthday of 
Michael Angelo, as celebrated by the Woman's Club of Boston. 



NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS. 

Thought a Function of the Brain. 

In the Medical and Surgical Reporter for Nov. 7th, 1874, Dr. Brinton 
discusses " The Physical Relations of Thought." After quoting a passage 
from Dr. J. M. Fothergill's article on " The Mental Aspects of Ordinary 
Diseases," wherein the doctrine is set forth that "thought is the product of 
the cells of the gray matter of the brain, the result of a change of form in 
organic matter taken into the system as food," &c, he goes on to remark: 

" True it is that observers have demonstrated that intellectual exertion 
requires the metamorphosis of force, i.e. nutrition, chemical action, increase 
of temperature in the brain cells, and electrical excitation. Very possibly 
they may some time be able to express such brain action in quantivalents of 
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other forces ; but even that would tell us neither anything of the intimate 
nature of thought, nor at all explain the peculiarities of its laws. 

"How an impression upon the periphery of a nerve becomes transformed 
into a sensation, is, as Professor Huxley remarks, 'utterly unknown to us.' 
Still less is it known what nature of process is that by which sensations, 
variously grouped and recalled by external chances, produce an emotion. 
Incomparably more obscure is the character of self-conscious intellection. 
Regarded as the result of chemical action, equal quantities of this action 
produce results as different as ' Tam O'Shanter' and a tedious street song, 
or as Newton's generalization of the law of gravity and a jockey's success- 
ful horse trade. A wholly different measure of value must therefore be 
applied to thought from that applied to other forces. No imaginable quan- 
tity or quality of heat and phosphorus guarantees a true idea, and not a 
false one ; for this characteristic that we call truth is the only test of the 
energy of an idea, be it in the shape of a poem, a drama, or a hypothesis. 

"It is well known, too, that the laws of right thinking, though well 
ascertained, are yet merely purposive, and not necessary or authoritative, 
as are the laws of all other forms of force concerned in brain action. Hence 
a science of thought in the ordinary sense of the term, that is, based on an 
induction of facts, becomes, and is, wholly impossible. The laws of thought 
are more honored in the breach than in the observance, yet their actuality 
cannot be questioned. Hence, again, brain action gives rise to, or leads to 
a sense of the presence of, a force different in quality as well as quantity 
from any other known to us. 

" There is not the faintest reason to suppose that this force (to call con- 
scious thought by that name) is produced or aroused only by cerebra- 
action. Not a tittle of evidence in this direction has ever been adduced ; 
and if the contrary is not known either, the prudent writer will avoid com- 
mitting himself positively." 

Natural Law. 

In the Medical and Surgical Reporter for Nov. 28th, 1874, Dr. Brinton 
discusses Professor Wharton's work on "Negligence." Speaking of Whar. 
ton's criticism on Mill's definition of Natural Law, he says : 

" Law, then, be it observed, has two entirely different meanings. The 
one is that which is intended in juridical and moral law. Here the essence 
of law is conscious obligation, due to a command or precept laid down by 
a governing power. 

" No such signification attaches to natural laws as those defined by the 
physical sciences. Nothing in the nature of conscious obligation can be 
supposed to exist in matter. Yet this obvious distinction is entirely over- 
looked by Mr. Wharton, and often has been neglected by theological and 
forensic writers before him. 

"What, then, is a natural law? Mr. Wharton very justly attacks the 
definition given by Mill, that i\ js 'the sum of all the antecedents of an 
event'; or, to put it in other words, that it can be reduced merely to 'uni- 
formity of sequence.' This is the view of most physicists. It is defended 
by Professor Bain, by Tyndall, by Huxley, and by all the materialistic 



